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Learning objectives

1. Attendees will be able to define basic RDA terminology in plain
language.

2. Attendees will be able to explain how to navigate between different
sections of the RDA Toolkit, in order to find instructions or guidelines
on recording data.

3. Attendees will be able to list and discuss concepts that are
foundational to RDA.

References to specific parts

of RDA Toolkit will be
marked with a tab like this.




Key concepts to know
before you begin " ﬁ

Resource Description & Access




RDA(Resource Description and Access)
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http://www.rda-src.org/

How RDA supports linked data

A Entities, elements, vocabularies, guidance, and instructiBiA Toolkit

A Entities, elements, and vocabularies as linked open data objeEta: Registry
(Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License)
ABased on aentity-relationship model(IFLA Library Reference Model)
Entitiesare described usinglements
A lot of choice around which elements to capture
AMultiple ways to implement RDA

Different implementations may serve different users with different needs, but can still be RDA
compliant
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Entity-relationship model

A Think'of entities agdingsydu seekt@ deseribe
In the course of cataloguing, OR as differeals to think about an information
resourcethat isbased on how users interact with metadata to find, identify,
search, obtain, or explore resources
A Entities can be described based on thekiaracteristics
A Entities can also be described based onrelationshipsthey bear with other
entities.
Al SGQa 221 d 0KS SyaadadArAsSa GKFEFG ¢S OF




Entities
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RDA Entity

Expression * Manifestation *

Agent
Collective Agent

Corporate Body Family

Timespan

* Entities marked with an asterisk will be explored in this session. R D ‘ A
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A Adistinct intellectual or artistic
creation

A Conceptual object, consisting of a
particulara O2y au St t I 4 A
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A An intellectual or artistic of a
work

ARealized using notations (alphabets or sennnan {0}
numbers), sound, image, object, AAAAAA guuss®® {c}
movement, or combinations of such forms M oo

A Expresses acommunicatesa work in a m ‘.“ K
way thatcan be sensed ‘4
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A A physical of an expression of
a work
A Something that makes the communication
real
A Emphasis on the production plan (e.qg.,

publication, manufacture)

A For print books, this could bal the copies
of a specific print run that exists in the
world
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AA or instance of a
manifestation
A One copy of a particular publication that
you can save as a file to your computer,
or a physical copy you can hold in your

hand, or pop into a DVD player, or place a
barcode label on




Elements

AElementsare:
How you describe an entityand
Where you make data recording decisions
AEach entity type has its own set of elements. An element that describes one entity
cannot also be used as an element to describe another entity, even though the
values of those elements may look identical.
AWorkand Expressiomntities deal withcontent; Manifestationand Item entities
deal with thecarrier(or container that holds the content)
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Attribute element vs. relationship element

Which statement indicates an attribute of the print book?
Which statement indicates a relationship between the print book and another entity?

This print book has a height of 23 cnlX=l

The print book is 800 pages o

This print book was published by Oxford University Pr@EEETSAIN

CKAA LINAYG 0221 O2ydlAya |y 3hé8durit aK
of Monte Cristo
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Domain and range

ADomain= The entity being described by an element.

A Attribute elementsare limited to describing thdomain.

A Relationship elementxplain how the entity you are describing (themain)
relates to another entity (theange).

Examples:

1. This print book has a height of 23
The print book is 800 pages loriE e El s Een

2.
3. This print book was published by Oxford University PRl ERIESEU R e CRVAE
4. ¢CKA& LINAY(O 06221 O2y 0l Aya3
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This could be aingle metadata statement (a single piece of metadata describing an
entity) or a plan to bring together metadata statements describing one or more entities
0 meia £ 0
Bibliographic records and authority records NB S E | Yedd&ade2Piod
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Create a description at the appropriate levelgpanularity needed
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covers the types of sources that can be used for gathering information for an element

See Guidance page R D A
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Nomenand appellations

A Any time you want t@all an entity by some labeRDA refers to that usage as a
. In RDA, you will often semenreferenced as an

Appellation = name,
title, identifier, or
access point

A isanSYuUAGe O00KS |aa20AF0A2Yy z+ | OKA
A is theelementthat describes themomen
AThevalue of anomenstring is the bit of information that we (as human beings)
can see, read, quote, type, or recite back.
Al SGQa 2217 G Fyn®nedxXyLX S 2F K2¢ ¢S dza
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Nomenandnomenstrings

Nomenl

Nomenstring:a a 2 y i 32 Y S N.

1874m (pbn H €

Nomen?2
Nomenstring:d a I O5 2 y I

Maud Montgomery, 1874v on v <

Nomen3
Nomenstring:on 81018346

Nomen4
Nomenstring:&d [ dzO& a | dzR
a2yi32YSNE:E

Nomens
Nomenstring:d v HT ononé

| 6A nomen is distinguished by both its
| associated RDA entity and its nomen string; a

variation In either indicates a new nomen .

Image: Lucy Maud Montgomery (public domain), https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q273034#/media/File:LMM _signed_photo.jpg



Minimum vs. effective description

A Each entity has its own minimum description set out in RDA Toolkit.
A Aminimum description

Captures the minimum amount of data to represent an instance of an entity and its
primary relationship to another entity, while also being cefficient to produce
A An effective descriptionincludes additional data that is

Accurate

Reflects common usage or practice
Able to be internationalized
Responsive to user needs
Sufficient

R D A
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Application profile

A Specifies the elements that will be used for resource description
Which elements can be repeated
Which elements can be used to relate two entities
Whichrecording methodto apply for an element
AHelps cataloguers form affective description
A Specifies which policy statements to follow
A Specifies controlled vocabulariestabulary encoding schemgsr access point
construction étring encoding scheme@go apply

Resource Description & Access

See Guidance page R D A
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Recording methods

A Certain elements have a prescribed recording method

A Others offer a choice of recording methods
| K2ZAOS Ad8 RSUSNXYAYSR 0lFl&aSR 2y @2dzNJ | 3SyOé
application profile)

A4 methods:
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StructU(ed: terms frqm a Pont[olled vocabu[ary or auAthority file, or Ehat follows a set pattern
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|dentifier = string of characters that uniquely identify an entity within a particular system
IRI= URL that has been assigned to represent a particular entity

See GUIdance page Resource Description & Access
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Transcription guidelines for unstructured
descriptions

A Choose a transcription method and stick to it

Basic transcriptionPreserve capitalization, punctuation, numerals, abbreviations,
and diacriticsaas they appear on the manifestation
Enables automated description

Normalized transcriptionGuidelines around language and script, diacritics,
capitalization, punctuation, acronyms, letters, symbols, and numbers
Unlike with AACR2 and Original RDA, abbreviations are no longer part of the
official standard, as abbreviations are commusigpendent
A Follow the transcription method chosen by your cataloguing agency




RDA implementation scenarios

A Scenario ALinked open data

A Scenario BRelational or objecbriented data
A Scenario CBibliographic/authority data*

A Scenario DFlat file data

*Scenario Gvould include records encoded for /IARC21 environment
A Single integrated record to descrilesingle information resourcée.g., bibliographic
record). Components of WEMI entities are integrated, but not explicitly identified as such.

A Related entitiesare recorded separately (e.g., another bibliographic record or an authority
record).

A A record describing an information resourcdiged to a record describing a related entity
through the use of access points
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Demonstration P a

Example: We will use a print monograph.
The monographScarboroughby Catherine Hernandez (single unit, static plan)
RDA Implementation Scenario C R ‘ D ‘ A
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Front cover.

Make a mental note of:

Scarborough A The title of the book:

a novel | A The name of the author®

R D A
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Catherine Hernandez

G; Arsenal Pulp Press
@ Vancouver

Title page (spread across two pages).

Make a mental note of the types of
metadata present:
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Verso of title page.

Make a mental note of:

A Copyright statemento2017

A Note about the printingSecond
printing, 2017

A Additional details about the publisher:
Vancouver, BC

A Generalnoterr ¢ KA a Aa | g2

A Cataloguingin-Publication record

R D A
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Last numbered page and the page that
follows it.

bl‘“ Vi i = €r, ng me |, i

l tvmg n thjg ﬁlS( time Writ,

can I | , T EK; CNelll}y' wh b I

: n:ake maglc With Words, To Arq, M, 8

Copye my manuscxi t: [ am ap art ' |
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To my
Partner, Na,j, h Iped
damn 2 TOm: th: Youare Me
draft of My novel apq che ank You for heariy, my"‘“shlq
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Make a mental note of:
T A Page number of the last numbered

455 Singkil and Kilt Pins were published by Playwrights Canada | p ag e .
L

s Her children’s book M is for Mustache: A Pride ABC Book was

pished by Flamingo Rampant. She is the Artistic Director of S}l- . . . . ]
coenseses A Biographical information and portrait

of the author
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Back cover.

Make a mental note of:

A 1SBN:

A The summary of the book
A Physical height of the book:




